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(1) Today, we believe that essential aspects of character are formed in childhood and
adolescence. We understand the young have different needs and experience the world
differently from adults. We can even see that adults themselves have been influenced by a
modern emphasis on youth. However, historically this wasn't always so. The development of
modern industrial societies has brought about a fundamental change in ideas about childhood
and youth.

(2) As the historian Philippe Ariés has pointed out, modern attitudes towards childhood and
youth stand in contrast to views of the young in earlier periods. Ariés has noted that many
Europeans in the Middle Ages did not know when they were born or how old they actually
were. The idea that one becomes an “adult” when one turns a certain age (for example, on one's
twentieth birthday) did not exist. Thus, the difference between childhood and adulthood was
not clear, and children were often treated in the same way as adults. In medieval France, few
children went to school and six-year-olds worked in the fields alongside their elders. Ariés

even suggests that the concept of childhood itself did not exist in the Middle Ages.

1 The historian Ariés argues that in the Middle

Ages,
@ children enjoyed helping their parents
@ parents were too busy to think about children
® people had only a vague idea about age
@ the young had difficulty finding work



